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Why do we need a Week of Appreciation?
Millions of Canadians seek them out. Invisible
Champions are the professionals who help people
through some of the direst of circumstances to
creating experiences that spark joy.

PLAY
VIDEO:
The Hon. Michael Tibollo
says thank you for
“incredible impacts”

There are over one million people who work in
Ontario’s Nonprofit Sector. They include social workers,
educators, counselors, artists, athletes, community
builders, advocates and much more. Most of us know
someone who has benefited from their work.
Professionals in most sectors are recognized and
celebrated for their accomplishments. Yet the people
who are the social architects of our communities
go unacknowledged. Their contributions are widely
unknown. Invisible.

Let’s give these Invisible
Champions the recognition
they deserve!

Who are these Frontline Champions?

Debra Langleben
An enterprising therapist who gets survivors
of Intimate Partner Violence off the waitlist
and into a group where healing begins.

Kenneth Slater
A youth champion who takes high-risk
young men from Regent Park on a
life-changing Summer Experience.

Blanca Salvatierra
A consummate community-builder
who creates professional and social
opportunities that help newcomers thrive.

Read their stories and others at bhayanafoundation.org/champion-stories.

$

$50 BILLION ANNUALLY

58,000
nonprofits and charities operate in
communities across Ontario.*

The growth of the charitable sector is driven by need,
demand and the value it produces. In terms of revenue,
45% of the sector’s income is earned independently of
government funding and donations. Ontario’s nonprofits
provide services that are in such high demand, growth
has outstripped the economy.

Social Return on Investment
By creating a Day of Recognition, we will:
•

Promote awareness of the social and economic
impact of the nonprofit sector.

•

Enhance appreciation of the SROI. A Boston
Consulting Group study of the Pathways to
Education program (Toronto), which focused on
high school dropouts, estimated that the program

is what nonprofits and charities
contribute in economic impact.*

delivered $600,000 in cumulative societal
benefit per student enrolled.
•

Augment the ability of nonprofits to fundraise
thereby reducing reliance on government dollars.

•

Create role models for the next generation of
community champions.

•

Enhance the social recognition and esteem
associated with the nonprofit sector, attracting
new talent.
It is time for the larger community to join in this
celebration and be inspired by the passion and
creativity of the staff. These are real people making
a difference with their time, talent, imagination and
skills. Let’s celebrate the positive impact nonprofits
have on Ontario communities.
* Ontario Nonprofit Network: https://theonn.ca/about-the-sector/

“Charities and nonprofits have helped to build and shape our nation. It would be impossible to imagine
the country without them. They are a vital part of every Canadian community and provide a wide range
of essential services and programs that touch virtually all aspects of our society: social justice, safety,
human rights, environment, health, sports, faith, arts and culture. It would be impossible to list the
accomplishments and contributions of the sector.”
										

– Imagine Canada

About the Bhayana
Family Foundation
Incorporated in 2006, the vision of the Foundation
is public recognition of the value that the nonprofit
sector contributes to Canadian communities.
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VIDEO:
Homeless youth
get a Champion –
360º Kids York Region

For more than a decade, the Foundation has
sponsored a high-profile national award programs
to recognize staff excellence in the areas of
leadership, innovation, dedication, partnership,
community building and team achievement. The
awards are affectionately known as “the Oscars”
of the nonprofit sector.
Since 2007, in partnership with the United Ways
of Greater Toronto, Lower Mainland (Vancouver),
Halifax and Calgary, we have recognized close to
1,100 outstanding staff from more than 300
nonprofit organizations.
On October 14, 2020, the Government of Nova
Scotia created history in Canada by proclaiming
the first Day of Recognition for the Nonprofit
Sector. The Flag Raising at Province House was
followed by a virtual awards ceremony for 20
extraordinary professionals from Nova Scotia’s
6,000 nonprofit organizations.

For more information about

a Week of Appreciation,
contact Raksha M. Bhayana at
info@bhayanafoundation.org.

